>Jump straight to “how to vote”
Your Votes are Needed

BBC Three Counties Radio are looking to find the “Three Counties Hero of 2006” - someone in Beds, Herts or Bucks who puts themselves out for other people and who gives their time for the benefit the community, but may not get the recognition they deserve.

AWO Paul Taylor from 134 (Bedford) Squadron has been nominated and shortlisted as one of the four finalists in this competition.

We are asking for cadets and staff across the wing to vote for AWO Paul Taylor

More About AWO Paul Taylor
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AWO Paul Taylor has been involved with the Air Cadets since 1982, when he joined 2482 (Henlow) Squadron. In 1988 WO Taylor left the Corps returning in 1992 to 2482 (Henlow) Squadron where he initially served as a Civilian Instructor before becoming an Adult Warrant Officer. In 1996 WO Taylor left the Corps returning in 2000 as a Civilian Committee Member at Henlow. Since 2001 WO Taylor has served with 134 (Bedford) Squadron as the Squadron Warrant Officer responsible for drill and discipline.

He is a qualified Drill Instructor, Weapons Instructor, Range Officer and holds his Basic Expedition Leaders Award.

Whether its organising a flight in a Tornado jet to make a teenager's dream come true or arranging a parade outside ten Downing Street and meeting the Prime Minister, Paul Taylor always puts the welfare and betterment of his cadets first.

From his base on the former RAF Cardington site in Bedfordshire, Warrant Officer Taylor dedicates much of his spare time to being the best leader, role model and example he can to the people who form 134 (Bedford) Squadron Air Cadets.

For Paul the cadets is about making a positive difference to teenagers' lives and eventually turning out decent, responsible individuals who have a real chance in life. He sums it up like this... "Lord Trenchard who formed the RAF made a comment and he said…'I have laid the foundations for a castle. If no one chooses to build anything else on it but a cottage it'll be an exceptionally good cottage' and that's what this is all about.  It's about laying foundations for young people."

Paul feels his responsibilities don't just end when a cadet goes home. He wants their experience to be all encompassing and influence their day-to-day lives for the good.

"I hope that they get challenged from it… because that's important in their lives and in society. What I hope is that they get some old fashioned values out of it, that they realise communication and teamwork are important… and that they can always better themselves… and they can see that by working hard rewards will come. No rocket science behind that at all… just challenge, responsibility and achievement."

I Don’t Know AWO Paul Taylor – Why should I vote?

Many squadrons in the country are lucky enough to have a ‘Paul Taylor’, Paul represents the volunteer element within the corps, every single vote made for Paul will be a mark of recognition for the hundreds of volunteers that make the ACO the organisation that it is. So even if you do not know Paul, please ask your cadets and staff to vote for him.

I Don’t Live in Beds Herts or Bucks

You can still listen to the radio station on line. When you vote your address will not be asked for.

Finding out more

· Listen to the BBC 3 Counties Radio interview about Paul. (real player needed)
· View the 3 Counties radio website.
· View the 134 Sqn website
How do I vote

To vote call Three Counties Action on 01582 44 11 11, tell the person on the phone you are voting in the “Three Counties Heros” and you wish to place a vote for “Paul Taylor”

