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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
Adieu, Au revoir, Arrivederci, Auf Wiedersehen “pet” 
 
The Western Sector of Bedfordshire & Cambridgeshire Wing attended a farewell dinner on 25th March for 
their Wing Staff Officer Sqn Ldr Barry Testro RAF VR(T) who retires at the end of March after 16 years 
Service to the Air Cadet Organisation. The evening, organised by Civilian Instruction Malcolm Temple from 
22 (Sandy) Squadron was a complete surprise to Barry, and had been “kept under wraps” for some months. 
It was held at the Horseshoe in Lavendon, the village where Barry lives. 
Staff and Civilian Committee from the Western Sector including 22 (Sandy), 2065 (Biggleswade), 2462 
(Oakley), 2482 (Henlow) and 2500 (St Neots) Squadrons, plus retired and serving former colleagues from the 
Western Sector Squadrons attended the event. 
 
Barry started in the Air Cadet Organisation as a Civilian Instructor at 2462 (Oakley) Squadron, before gaining 
his commission and taking over as Commanding Officer. He then transferred to 134 (Bedford) Squadron as 
their Commanding Officer before being promoted to Squadron Leader and becoming a Wing Staff Officer. 
 
Tributes were paid to him by Malcolm Temple who said “he, like others have always referred to him as “The 
Boss”, not because of flippancy, but a healthy respect for not only a good officer, but as a much valued friend 
who’s support has always been appreciated, and friends and colleagues have joined you here tonight to wish 
you a Happy Retirement and 55th Birthday”.  Flt. Lt. Margaret Bell then presented him with a cut glass 
decanter and glasses, and Mrs Dorothy Temple presented his wife Mrs Margaret Testro with a basket of 
flowers. Margaret Testro also retires from 2462 (Oakley) Squadron as a member of the Civilian Committee 
shortly.  There then followed a toast to “The Boss”. 
 
Following the meal, a rousing chorus of “Happy Birthday” heralded the cake made by Mrs Temple. One 
more surprise present followed, wrapped in the shape of a Spitfire, a fishing net appeared,  this produced 
much laughter as it was so well wrapped he had a job opening it. 
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In his thank you speech Barry stated “I usually cotton on to devious plans, but I am gob-smacked I never 
knew anything about this, it was kept extremely well hidden.  I really don’t know what to say, I am 
quite overcome, I don’t think it has hit me yet. Thank you all for attending and the lovely gifts, I am 
amazed”.  
 
Barry will be kept busy during his retirement with his children and grandchildren, and now he has a new 
landing net, more fishing is on the agenda.  
 
All in the Western Sector wish him Good Luck and hope he finds the time in the future to visit his Sector 
Squadrons once in a while. 
 
Margaret Bell                                                             
Flt Lt RAF VR(T) 
WCCO 
for OC Wing 
 
Distribution 
 
Milton Keynes Newspapers 
Air Cadet Magazine/website 
RAF News 
Beds Times & Citizen 
Biggleswade Chronicle  
The Comet 
St Neots Town Crier 
RFCA Press 
Wing webmaster 
WHQ 
RCCO 
HQAC CCO/webmaster 
 
Encl: from left to right 
         Photo 1 - Presentation 1 Sqn Ldr Testro – Flt. Lt. Bell 
         Photo 2 - Attendees 1 
         Photo 3 - Mrs Testro & Sqn Ldr Testro Cake presentation 
         Photo 4 – CI Malcolm Temple & Sqn Ldr Testro fishing presentation 
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