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	              Date: 10/11/09


PRESS RELEASE
Busy Busy Busy 

 

What a busy weekend! From Friday 6th November to Sunday 8th, the staff and cadets of 207 (Cranfield) Squadron ATC barely stopped working; and who said there is nothing for young people to do and that they never show commitment?

 

On a very wet Friday evening, 10 cadets and several staff from the Squadron helped the Ampthill Lions at their firework display despite the unfavourable conditions. A few thousand people turned up in the mud to watch the outstanding display.

 

Then, on Saturday morning, 6 cadets pitched up nice and early with staff to clean the Cranfield war memorial in preparation for the Remembrance Parade the following morning.

 

In the afternoon 4 lucky cadets went to RAF Henlow for a tour of the Police Helicopter Unit stationed there. They had a presentation on what the unit gets involved in before being treated to a tour of the helicopter itself. As always, the crew were bombarded with questions and did a sterling job of answering all very concisely! The cadets who went had a great time and got a lot out of the visit.

 

At the same time as the helicopter visit other members of the Squadron went to the Royal Albert Hall for the Royal British Legion festival of Remembrance and in the evening the other remaining members of staff assisted by 15 cadets helped at the local Cranfield United Football Club’s annual firework display, where they witnessed a very unique proposal as one brave local asked his beloved to marry him, using 2ft tall letters created out of fireworks. 

 

Eventually, and after so much hard work, came possibly the Squadron’s most important engagement of the weekend: It was Sunday morning and the Squadron boasted a great turn out for the Remembrance Parade in the village, the weather, albeit chilly, stayed dry and it seemed that the whole village turned out to support all the groups and pay their respects. After the poignant Church service, the Cadets carried out a march past in front of the local war veterans of the Royal British Legion. Afterwards, all were invited back to 207 Squadron’s headquarters for tea, coffee and cakes that the cadets kindly donated.

 

Flight Lieutenant Paul Weston, Commanding Officer of 207 Squadron said “We hear so much bad press about young people today being not committed well this weekend our Cadets have proved them wrong. I could not have asked for more from them as they went about all the tasks with so much diligence and morale, so I will say a big thank you to the cadets and staff for all their efforts this weekend “.
Here you can see just a small example of the variety of activities undertaken by the Air Training Corps. If you are aged 13 to 18 and may be interested in becoming a member, please contact the Squadron on 01234 752030 or call in at their Headquarters off Merchants Lane, Cranfield between the times of 7:30pm and 9:30pm on a Monday or Thursday evening.

By Flying Officer Matt Dolton

SMCO 207 (Cranfield) Sqn

Notes to Editor

· Attached photo 1: ‘Remembrance Day.jpg’

· ‘A pensive Cadet William Edwards, 14, and Corporal Elliott Edmondson, 15, line up for the parade.’

· Picture is subject to Crown Copyright.

· Attached photo 2: ‘Police Helicopter.jpg’

· ‘Cadets and staff from the Squadron with the Chiltern Air Support Unit’s helicopter.’

· Picture is subject to Crown Copyright.
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE







