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PRESS RELEASE 
 

PADDLE POWER 
 

Over the last few months, Air Cadets from 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron have been taking 

to the water to learn and develop their canoeing and kayaking skills. 

 

Led by Sergeant Richard Springall ATC, the Cadets have most recently taken part in a trip 

along the River Ouse in traditional Canadian canoes, also gaining British Canoe Union star 

awards in kayaks during that time.  Three Cadets have achieved a BCU Two Star Award and 

with the same number gaining a One Star Award.  

 

Sergeant Richard Spingall ATC said “Several of the Cadets have finished the summer with a 

clutch of British Canoe Union Star Awards under their belts with the promise of more next 

season. This was the successful culmination of several expeditions, weekend trips and 

training based from the Territorial Army facilities at Coldhams Lane, Priory Park Sailing 

Centre, Bedford & RAF Brampton). Next year promises an even more packed season for the 

Cadets with essential sponsorship from Fouglers (Commercial Vehicles) Ltd enabling the 

Squadron to have a new trailer to transport the kayaks and canoes around”.  

 

Cadet Sergeant Dale Webb (17) added, "It’s been great to be able to have these tremendous 

opportunities through being a Cadet; this year has been a lot of fun and it has set me up for 

next year when I aim to do my Level One Coach qualification with the Corps”.  

 

These are the final trips of what has been a busy year for the 2484 canoe and kayaking team, 

with Cadets attending both Wing and Squadron run events along with three river trips.  



 

Alongside Cadets, the Squadron Staff have also taken to the water, with service instructor 

WO2 Tom Kerr from ATR Bassingbourn having a paddle on the latest two day river trip. 

 

WO2 Tom Kerr of the Small Arms School Corps said “This was my first insight to other 

activities that are on offer to the Cadets and I was glad that I had the opportunity to participate 

in a fun packed weekend.  The group worked extremely well together and were enthused 

throughout the whole trip. I would with a lot of fun to be had at the same time”.  

 

2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron is open to young men and women aged between 13 

and 17 years old.  We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays between 18:45 and 21:45 at 

Bassingbourn Barracks.  For more information please contact 01763 249156 or visit 

our website www.2484aircadets.co.uk 

 

Civilian Instructor Gemma Brown 

MCO 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron 

 

Notes to editor 

Photo 1: Cadet Ben Jones and Cadet Sergeant Alex Springall demonstrate the fun to 

be had on the water 

Photo 2:  Cadet Sergeant Dale Webb undertakes his BCU Two Star Assessment  

 

  


