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PRESS RELEASE

RHEINDAHLEN 2010
Cadet Corporal Ryan Slater from 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron, Air Cadets has spent a week at the Rheindahlen Military Complex a British forces base in Mönchengladbach, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany.  The week is designed to give Cadets an insight into military life overseas as well as an opportunity to gain an understanding of local history and culture.  Cadets were also able to develop leadership and teamwork skills.
Rheindahlen functions as the main headquarters for British forces in Germany and looks more like a medium size town than a military base consisting mostly of administrative buildings, living quarters, schools, shops and other areas typical of civilian towns. For much of its existence there was no security perimeter (though buildings with an actual military function were fenced and guarded), but now it is fenced in with check points at the three exits.
Cadets visited the German cultural City of Cologne along with Arnhem in the Netherlands.  Arnhem was one of the main areas of fighting during Operation Market Garden during World War II and saw Lieutenant Colonel John Frost lead a small contingent of British paratroopers defend the Arnhem road bridge against strong German resistance.  The bridge is now named the John Frost Bridge. 
During the trip cadets went target shooting with Cadet Corporal Slater being judged the best shot.  When relaxing cadets tried their hand at archery, go karting, a high ropes course and went to a local waterpark.
Cadet Corporal Slater said “It was an amazing trip, I got to meet Cadets from other Squadrons and learnt a lot about the local area around where we stayed”
Pilot Officer Chris Cox added “Rheindahlen is just one of the many opportunities Air Cadets have for overseas travel, this year alone cadets from the Bassingbourn have visited Cyprus, Germany and Gibraltar on numerous occasions and even Borneo”
2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron is open to young men and women aged between 13 and 17 years old.  We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays between 18:45 and 21:45 at Bassingbourn Barracks.  For more information please contact 01763 249156 or visit our website www.2484aircadets.co.uk
Sgt Gemma Cox ATC
MCO 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron
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