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PRESS RELEASE

BASSINGBOURN IN THE FIELD
Air Cadets from 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron have developed their fieldcraft skills with an overnight exercise held on the airfield at ATR Bassingbourn.  

The twenty seven cadets were accompanied by instructors from both the Squadron and the British Army to put into practice skills that they have developed on parade nights at the Squadron headquarters over the past three months.  This training has been led by WO2 Tom Kerr, who is a service instructor at the Squadron.  In his ‘day job’ he is based at ATR Bassingbourn with the Small Arms School Corps (SASC).
Cadets have been acquiring skills such as shelter building, cooking in the field, camouflage and concealment and movement in the field.  Alongside these skills they have been learning observation techniques such as why things are seen, range finding and judging distances.  All of these were put into practice with cadets living and surviving outside, eating military rations and sleeping under bashas.  The word basha is a Malaysian word meaning shelter and is constructed using a waterproof plastic sheet held up with string and bungee chord.
During the exercise Cadets also had an opportunity to put into practice first aid skills that they have learnt on the Squadron whilst undertaking the Youth First Aid award.  This was in the form of a mock vehicle accident involving the Squadron minibus and some very realistic make up.

Cadet Corporal Luke Webb said “It was an awesome weekend, I really enjoyed it, despite the freezing night temperature!  I got the chance to put my fieldcraft to the test, to work as a team and develop various skills, such as leadership”
The weekend had a competition element with two section ending up as winners.  They become the first winners of the Squadron fieldcraft trophy their section commander Cadet Flight Sergeant Adam Kelly said “It was fantastic; I really enjoyed all of the activities on offer and was proud our section won the fieldcraft trophy”
2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron is open to young men and women aged between 13 and 17 years old.  We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays between 18:45 and 21:45 at Bassingbourn Barracks.  For more information please contact 01763 249156 or visit our website www.2484aircadets.co.uk
Civilian Instructor Gemma Brown
MCO 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron

Notes to editor:
Photo 1: Cadet Flight Sergeant Adam Kelly receives the Squadron fieldcraft trophy from WO2 Tom Kerr.
Photo 2: Cadet Sergeant Alex Springall is evacuated on a makeshift stretcher.
