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PRESS RELEASE

BASSINGBOURN CADETS IN OVERSEAS ADVENTURE
Two young Air Cadets from 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron have recently returned from an overseas camp at the United States Air Force base in Ramstein.  Cadet Sergeant Sibley and Cadet Emily Drew attended the camp at Ramstein which is in the German state of Rheinland-Pfalz. 
Ramstein is home to the United States Air Forces 86th Airlift Wing, 435th Air Ground Operations Wing and the 521st Air Mobility Operations Wing and serves as headquarters for the United States Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) and is also a North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) installation.  It is home to over 16,000 members of the American military as well as military personnel from Belguim, Denmark, Italy and the UK to name but a few.
Whilst at Ramstein Matthew and Emily were able to get up close and personal with C-130 transport and F-16 fighter aircraft, being able to watch them land and take off.  Cadets on the camp spent time on the bases DCCT (Dismounted Close Combat Trainer) which is a device used to deliver weapons training in a safe environment as it uses laser technology as opposed to bullets.  On the DCCT the cadets were able to fire weapons such as the M16 machine gun.
One of the main highlights of the visit was cadets being given driving lessons, but they were not tootling around in a Vauxhall Corsa or a Nissan Micra.  Cadets were driving the High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle better known as the Humvee and American heavy diggers!  Other activities included a close up view of bomb disposal equipment, archery, leadership training, high ropes course, fitness training and cultural visits to nearby towns.
Cadet Emily Drew said: “I really loved the camp to USAF Ramstein, it was an unforgettable week! It interesting to experience how the USAF did things and to see the differences and similarities of themselves and the RAF.  I particularly enjoyed looking around some of the aircraft such as the C-130 Hercules and the F – 16 Fighting Falcon.  Out of all the amazing activities, I enjoyed driving the American Humvee the most. It was certainly a rare and interesting first driving experience!” 
Cadet Sergeant Matthew Sibley added “I had the best time ever when I visited Ramstien and I lots of things that I never imagined myself doing”.  
2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron is open to young men and women aged between 13 and 17 years old.  We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays between 18:45 and 21:45 at Bassingbourn Barracks.  For more information please contact 01763 249156 or visit our website www.2484aircadets.co.uk
Sgt Gemma Cox ATC
MCO 2484 (Bassingbourn) Squadron

Notes to editor
Photo 1: The Ramstein Group pictured with an F-16A in front of the Allied HQ 
Photo 2: Cadet Sergeant Matthew Sibley on the high ropes course
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